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354 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 

The Political and Economic Development of Central America 

D. G. Munro. The Five Republics of Central America: Their Political and Eco- 
nomic Development and Their Relations with the United States. With 
introductory note by J. B. Clark, xvi and 332 pp.; map, bibliogr., index. Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, Division of Economics and History, New York, 
191 8. 10x6^ inches. 

With their settlements along the salubrious western highlands, thus facing the almost 
shipless South Sea, and barred from contact with European civilization by the monopolistic 
trade laws of Spain as well as by the untraveled, low, malarial forests of the eastern plains, 
the Central American countries received little stimulus to development from the out- 
side world until long after independence. They are rich in minerals; they present great 
opportunities in tropical agriculture; they contain vast grazing lands. Within recent 
years an awakening has come. Interoceanic railways, projected water routes, the con- 
struction of the canal with the prospect of great markets at Panama, and, more recently 
still, the growth of an enormous trade in fruit along the Gulf coast, have given new life 
to these lands. 

The purpose of the present volume is to contribute toward a fuller understanding on 
the part of the American people of the present economic and political conditions pre- 
vailing in these near-by republics. The author spent several months, not only in the 
large centers of population where white influence is strongest, but also in outlying sec- 
tions of the country, visiting provincial towns and rural districts, where aboriginal and 
mixed-race ideas and customs dominate, thus gaining an insight into the actual operation 
of the social, political, industrial, and economic systems. 

Recognizing that the greatest obstacle to continuous progress is the lack of stable demo- 
cratic institutions, the author ascribes this in part to localismo (which may be interpreted 
as the influence of a geographical medium which has tended to keep the countries divided 
into isolated sections), in part to their remoteness from the world's roadways, as also 
in a measure to the lack of racial homogeneity. He believes foreign interference in their 
domestic affairs, either to suppress revolutions or to support the military chieftain who 
happens to be in control, will never accomplish the ultimate object sought^ The great- 
est possible help that we can give our Central American neighbors, in his opinion, is 
helping them to solve their social and educational problems that they themselves may 
overcome the natural obstacles to self-government. 

The Primitive Civilizations of Peru 

Carlos Wiesse. Las civilizaciones primitivas del Peru. 291pp. Universidad Mayor 
de San Marcos, Tipografia "El Lucero," Lima, 1913. $1.00. 8}4 x $}4 inches. 

Although nearly seven years old this work is not so well known in North America as it 
deserves to be. Yet it is of great value, on the whole, to the student and to the teacher 
of American anthropology. In essence, it is at once a summary and an elaboration of the 
system of culture sequence founded by Uhle. 

In his "Parte Preliminar" Dr. Wiesse discusses the question of geologic man in America. 
He accepts the findings of Hrdlicka rather than those of Ameghino. In his discussion of the 
various phases of culture in America the terminology is unfortunate. Much is said of 
"paleolithic" and "neolithic" periods and cultures. To most North American anthropologists 
this classification will be distasteful because of the chronological element involved, an ele- 
ment quite out of place when attached to such cultures as those of the cliff dwellers, the 
mound builders, and the Changos. Some of the "paleolithic" cultures are extinct; others 
still exist. Another set of terms would have been better, and the classification of cultures 
itself is not above criticism, for the people of the shell heaps and the mound builders cer- 
tainly do not belong in the same cultural category. Then, too, in his account of the his- 
torical development of the people in Mexico and Central America, Dr. Wiesse shows himself 
lamentably out of touch with modern research. On page 36 he says: "It is established that 
in the tenth century the Toltecs of the kingdom of Tula . . . marched to the east and 
then to the southeast, founding the cities of Palenque and Tixal (sic), then going north to 
the peninsula of Yucatan where the cities of Kabah, Uxmal, Chichen-Itza, Ake, Mayapan, 
and Izamal flourished." One is led to suspect that Dr. Wiesse is acquainted only by hearsay 
with the works of Brinton, Brasseur de Bourbourg, Bowditch, Spinden, and Morley. 

From this point onward, however, the work is excellent, even though one may not wholly 
agree with some of it. The style and arrangement are above reproach. An admirable 
summary of Uhle's findings as to the earlier phases of the cultures of Chimu and Nasca is 
given. It is a pity that Uhle's dictum to the effect that the Nasca culture is the older should 
have been accepted so -unquestioningly, but this is more than made up for by the very 



